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teered, and written biographies of several of the 
residents. This project met state writing and 
social studies standards while also proViding 
great joy to the nursing home patrons. Our latest 
endeavor is a community garden, which has 
formed a partnership with our local neighbor­
hood association. Students are primarily in 
charge of maintaining the garden with some 
teacher assistance. This project has helped to 
cover science, social studies, and language arts 
standards while forging a partnership with the 
community and parents. Older students com­
mented on how service learning made them see 
the relevance of what they were learning and 
how the increased level of collaboration made 
them want to learn more. 
Service learning projects are an excellent way 
for students to meet state and federal standards. 
Educators need to help the students of today 
gain the knowledge, skills, and resourcefulness to 
find the solutions to tomorrow's problems. 
Service learning is a way to give students the 
tools that they need to live prosperous, 
productive, and collaboratively with others. In an 
educational system that is filled with mandates, 
requirements, and federal regulations; service 
learning provides a way for students to be 
involved in their education, to enhance their 
academic performance, and to help their 
communities. How can we not do service 
learning in urban schools? @) 
Christina R. McElwee is currently a Literacy 
Coach for Muskegon Public Schools and an 
adjunct professor for Grand Valley State 
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